A mixture of dibutyltin oxide (1.5 g; 5 mmol) and 2-mercaptobenzthiazole ( 1.7 g, 10 mmol) was suspended in 100 ml of methanol in a 250 mL spherical flask. The mixture is refluxed for 3 h. 
morphs with shorter bond distances for the low temperature determinationas expected. In both determinations the Sn atoms fall in general positions. There are also variations in the packing of the molecular units. The volume of the Clic (Ζ = 8) cell determined at 173 Κ is 4879.0(4) Â 3 compared with 2566(5) Â 3 for this 298 Κ determination as Fl\!c (Z = 4). The title crystal structure contains a six-coordinate tin atom. Two deprotonated 2-mercapto-benzthiazole ligands via sulfur (¿(Snl-Sl) = 2.524(2) A, d(Snl-S3) = 2.530(2) Â) and the two trans butyl groups (d(Snl-C14A) = 2.127(8) Â, d(Snl-C10) = 2.123(6) Â) are covalently linked to the metal. Weak Sn-N interactions (</(Sn-N) = 2.697 Â) complete the coordination sphere around the metal center via the nitrogen atoms N19 and N3 of the benzothiazole ring. The two chelating nitrogens occupy cis positions, as it is the case for the sulfur bonding. The Sn-C bond lengths are quite close to the ones previously described in the literature [2] . The same can be noted for the Sn-Ν bond distances, which are totally in agreement with [3] . The average Sn-Ν distance (2.697 Â) is midway between the sums of the van der Waals and covalent radii of Sn and N, 3.74 and 2.15 Â, respectively [4] . 
